UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 
Washington, D.C 20231 


5? 


REQUEST FOR/ PaTENT fee refund 


i Date of Request; ^jf(p/^^f\ * Serial/Patent # / >u / f / ' ~Z^f 


17 


3 Please refund the following fee(s) : 


Filing 


4 PAPER 
NUMBER 


5 DATE 
FILED 


6 AMOUNT 


Amendment 


Extension of Time 


Notice of Appeal/Appeal 



7 


Z 


Petitior 


Issue 


Cert of Correction/Terminal Disc. 


Maintenance 


Assignment 


Other 


7 TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF REFUND 



id REASON: 



8 TO BE REFUNDED BY: 


12 


Treasury Check _ 


Overpayment 


Credit Deposit A/C #: 


Duplicate Payment 


FeeDue^)( Explanat ion ) 


11 REFUND REQUESTED BY: 


TYPED/PRINTED NAME: 

SIGNATURE: 

OFFICE: 
************* 

THIS SPACE 
APPROVED: 



TITLE: 
PHONE 



V2 


********* ******************* 


Instructions for completion of this form 4 
white and yellow copies to the official file 


he bach After completion, attach 
hand-cany to: 


FORM PTO 1577 
(pi/90) 


Office of 
Refund Branch 
Crystal Park One, Room 802B 



IN the UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Dated: May 4, 2004 

In re application of: Andrew Shum 
SerialNo. 10/729,393 
Filed: 12/05/2003 

For: Creep locking retention mechanism (CLIP) 

Customer No. 32175 
Confirmation No. 1256 

Examiner: Initial Patent Examination Division 

Office of Petitions 
Mail Stop Petitions, 
Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

PETITION FOR KEEPING THE FILING DATE OF 12/05/2003 

In response to the Notice to File Missing Parts dated 04/27/2004, a copy of which is 
attached hereto, please consider the attached supporting evidence and this petition to accept 
the filing date of the patent application identified above for consideration on the merits. 

A declaration by Judy Barron, the paralegal who filed the instant patent application on 
04/27/2004 is attached herewith. 

Applicant hereby petitions to have the filing date of 12/05/2003. 

Statement of fects: on 12/05/20031 prepared the above identified utility patent 
application and gave to our firm's paralegal, Judy Barron for filing. It is our firm s practice to 
rive the finished patent application to a paralegal for filing. The paralegal will Aan prepare 
She file for filing including prepare the cover sheet and other papers for a practitioner to sign. 

I reviewed the package before filing of the same, and signed at relevant places 
including the cover sheet. As usual, I saw the return post card included in the package. 

Subsequently, we received return post card with indications thereon that USPTO has 
received the specifications. Copies of the post cards with USPTO seals affixed thereon are 
attached herewith as evidence. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the return post card clearly shows that USPTO 
have received the specification including claims and drawings to the instant patent 
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BROWN & MICHAELS, P.C. 

400 M&T Bank Building - 1 18 N. Tioga St. 

Ithaca, NY 14850 

(607) 256-2000 • (607) 256-3628 (fax) 
e-mail: docket@bpmlegal.com 
Dated: May 4, 2004 


